IN NEW YORK.
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time. It IB now certainly more thaxi seven months since I returned it to Mr. Hirst, through my mother-in-law (Mrs. Clemm) who informs me that she left it at his office, with one of his brothers, Host probably it was deposited in a book-case, and thus overlooked and forgotten. May I trouble you to send for it,
Very truly yours,
EDGAR AI-LAN POE.
WILLIS DUANB, E9QR.
Endorsed by Duane: N. B. The statement contained in this letter that the volume of "The Southern Literary Messenger " in question was returned to Henry B. Hirst, Esqi-. was pronounced by Mr, Hirst to be "a damned He," and subsequent events showed that Mr. Hirst was right in denying it—-Mr. Poe having sold the, book—I hope unintentionally — to William A. Leary, the bookseller on Second St.
W. D.
NEW YORK, Jan, 28, '45, SIR,
Richmond is the last place in which I should have hoped to find a copy of either the 1st, 2d, or 3d volumes of the " Messenger." For this reason I did not apply there. I have [been] putting myself, however, to some trouble in endeavoring to collect among my friends here the separate numbers of the missing volume. I am glad that your last letter relieves me from all such trouble in future. I do not choose to recognize you in this matter at all. To the person of whom I borrowed the book, or rather who insisted on forcing it on me, I have sufficient reason to believe that it was returned. Settle your diffi-d a, very short Clemra. MS.
